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New Soviet Embassy Sparks Furor
Washington Location Ideal for Electronic Eavesdropping

By DEBORAH MESCE, Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON —Sen. Patrick J.
Leahy recalls that in the 1960s,
whert he lived on some of the
highest ground in Washington,
near the site of the new Soviet
Embassy compound, friends used
tomarvel at the clear picture on his
television set.

Now, Leahy fears that reception

be just as good for the Soviets
and that their electronic eaves-

and intelligence r-
i aci
“It’s sheer negligence . . . colos-

sal institutional neghgence. the
Vermont Democrat said of the
State Department decision more
than a decade ago to allow the
Soviets to build their embassy on
the site. “There are times I wonder
whether the State Department is
working on our side or the Soviets’
side.”

To make matters worse, Leahy
said, the site of the new U.S.
Embassy being built in Moscow is
“in a swamp,” near the Moscow
River in one of the lowest parts of
the Soviet capital.

Soviet diplomats and their fami-
lies are living at the 10-acre com-
pound in Washington on land 349
feet above sea level in the city's
Northwest section, but the offices
are incomplete, and business is still
being conducted at the old embas-
sy.

Asked about the height contro-
versy, Vliadimir Kulagim, a spokes-
man for the Soviet Embassy, said
the only advantage he sees is
“fresh air,” and he said that to raise
the issue of embassy sites is unfair.

“We were given this land by
mutual agreement with the U.S.
government. The U.S. Embassy
has very good land in the center of
Moscow,” he said. “Those who
raise this question . . . just want to
stir hatred to our embassy, to our
personnel.”

Asked whether the site enhances

Soviet abilities to intercept com-

munications, Kulagim said, “I re-
fuse to discuss this because it's
ridiculous.”

The agreement giving the Sovi-
ets use of the site—federal land

where the Mount Alto Veterans
Hospital once stood—and giving
the United States its new site in
Moscow was signed in 1972.

The Soviets had looked at other
properties in the Northwest section
of the city, where most of the
foreign embassies are located. But
they usually ran into opposition
from residents concerned about a
large compound being built in their
neighborhood, said James E. Nolan
Jr., director of the State Depart-
ment’s Office of Foreign Missions.

Mount Alto was available, the
federal government owned it and
neighbors, used to living near a
large compound, had little opposi-
tion, said Nolan, former counterin-
telligence chief for the FBL

“I think that if everybody knew
everything after the fact that they
know now, maybe they wouldn’t
have picked the Mount Alto site,”
Nolan said. “I'm sure if they (State
Department officials) didn’t think
it was a good deal, they wouldn't
have made it. Whether we think
it’s a good deal 13 years later seems

to me a little late.”

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan
(D-N.Y.) said of the decision, “It
was the easiest think to do but
obviously was very mistaken.”

James Bamford, author of “The
Puzzle Palace," a book about intel-
ligence gathering, said the Soviet
Embassy is in_a "key location”
because a number of strategic
microwave links, including ones
from the Pentagon and the Central
Intelligence Agenc over the
hillside property. Bamford believes
that four square structures en-
closed in dark glass on each corner

of the eight-story chancery—the

tallest building in the compound—

are where the Soviets have their

microwave receivers.
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